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Jackie Bolen's ESL Writing Activities, Games & Teaching Tips: Practical Ideas for the Classroom* is 
an invaluable resource for English as a Second Language (ESL) educators. Bolen, with her extensive 
experience in teaching ESL abroad, provides a comprehensive guide full of practical  strategies and 
engaging activities designed to enhance the writing skills of ESL students.  This review delves into 
the book's structure, content, and practical applications, highlighting its strengths and potential 
areas for improvement. 

The book is meticulously organized, making it easy for teachers to navigate and find specific 
activities or tips.  It is divided into thematic sections, each focusing on different aspects of ESL 
writing instruction.  The initial chapters introduce fundamental concepts and tips for creating an 
effective ESL writing classroom.  Subsequent sections delve into various types of writing activities, 
including those focused on creative writing, academic writing, and practical writing skills.  
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One of the book's notable features is its clear and systematic layout.  Each chapter begins with an 
overview of the topic, followed by a series of activities and games designed to address different 
writing skills and stages of development.  Bolen also includes sections on common challenges and 
their solutions, which are particularly useful for novice teachers or those who seek new      
approaches to persistent issues. 

This book shines for its practical approach. The activities and games are not only engaging but also 
adaptable to different levels of proficiency and classroom settings. For instance, the creative writing 
section offers a range of prompts and exercises that encourage students to use their imagination 
along with  practicing essential writing skills.  These activities are designed to be interactive and 
student-centered to  foster a positive and dynamic learning environment. 

The academic writing section provides useful strategies for teaching more formal writing styles, 
such as essays and reports.  Bolen offers clear instructions and examples, which help demystify 
complex writing processes for both teachers and students. The emphasis on structure, coherence, 
and critical thinking is particularly valuable for students who are preparing  for higher education or 
professional contexts. 

In addition to writing activities, Bolen includes a wealth of teaching tips that address various 
classroom management issues and student needs. These tips range from strategies for encouraging 
reluctant writers to techniques for providing constructive feedback.  The author’ s insights are 
grounded in real-world experience, making them highly relevant and applicable. 

One of the book’s greatest strengths is its focus on practical, ready-to-use activities.  Teachers can 
easily integrate these activities into their lesson plans without much preparation.  The games and 
exercises are designed to be engaging and motivating, which is crucial for maintaining student 
interest and participation. 

The book also excels in providing clear, actionable advice.  Bolen’s tips are straightforward and 
supported by practical examples, which makes implementing her suggestions in the classroom 
manageable.  The emphasis on real- world applications and problem- solving is particularly 
beneficial for teachers looking to enhance their instructional practices. 

While Bolen’s book is a valuable resource, there are a few areas that could be improved.  Some 
readers might find that the book could benefit from more detailed explanations of the underlying 
theories and principles behind the suggested activities. Although the practical focus is a strength, a 
deeper exploration of pedagogical foundations could enhance the book’ s utility for educators 
seeking a more comprehensive understanding of writing instruction.   Additionally, while the book 
provides a variety of activities, there could be more emphasis on differentiating instructions for 
students with varying levels of writing proficiency.  Although the activities are adaptable, more 
guidance on how to modify them for different skill levels would be helpful for teachers working with 
highly diverse student groups.  

All in all, ESL Writing Activities, Games & Teaching Tips: Practical Ideas for the Classroom by Jackie 
Bolen is a highly practical and accessible resource for ESL educators. The book’s strength lies in its 
clear, engaging activities and its focus on real- world teaching challenges.  Bolen’ s extensive 
experience and practical insights make this book a valuable addition to any ESL teacher’s toolkit. 
While there is room for deeper exploration of pedagogical theories and differentiated instruction, 
the book’s practical approach and comprehensive coverage of writing skills ensure its relevance 
and utility in diverse classroom settings. Overall, Bolen’ s work is a commendable guide for 
enhancing ESL writing instruction and fostering student success. 
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