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Spring at Bellagio (in Thai) by
Navabhorn Ruengskula, pocket book
size, 200 pages, at 170 Baht printed by
Knowledge Plus, distributed Chulalongkorn
Book Center and reviewed by Professor

Phijaisakdi Horayangkura.

Navabhorn Ruengskula is not a
novice in writing a non-fiction book.

This book is narration of the
experience of participant of academic
mission at Bellagio in a villa situated in
the North of Italy. The book is divided
into three parts namely, work, facilities
and colleagues.

Navabhorn tells the experience
she gained at Bellagio. It is a great
experience of brushing up; the actual
name of the place is the Villa of
Serbellaloni nearby the Bellagio town in
the vincinity of Milan in the northern part
of Italy. Navabhorn visited Bellagio as a
scholar under the fellowship given by
Rocky Fellor Foundation. She went
there to work on the topic entitled. “does
Thailand need education reform and
what makes liberal education suitable

for Thailand higher  education?”
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Navabhorn begins by telling her work
expericnce at Bellagio by emphasizing
on mindful thinking, further reading and
synthesizing to reflect a full picture of
thought. Navabhorn Ruengskula has a
background of training in economics but
her past experience has spanded out a
bit, and spilled into investment and
education. This volume is a mirror of her
work experience.

Navabhorn begins her narration by
giving details about her lodging which is
full of tranquility and her colleagues at
the Bellagio villa. They all work in the
same manner but in different areas. It is
true as the saying goes, one usually is
good at hobby. Navabhorn Ruengskula
takes up education as her hobby and
sees her days at various university as a
member of the councils of those
universities including Chulalongkorn
University, oftenly acclaimed to be the
Pillar of the Kingdom.

Navabhorn tells about the
atmosphere of her office at Venduta in
the compound of the villa. Venduta is
actually an observatory. Navabhorn
shows her tie to Venduta by quoting the
words of a great thinker who liked a
round shape office.

In fact what Navabhorn did is a
venture into thinking, reading and writing

in the matter of liberal arts education
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renamed by her to become liberal
education and she named it in Thai to
be Seri Wittaya. Navabhorn quoted
cardinal Newman to show that
education should be thought or
reasoning done on knowledge. She
went on to quote Steve Jobs that one
should work on one the matter which
one likes for one has limited time. She
also quoted the words of Dean Lewin at
Yale that university students have duties
of the Planetary, Stewardship and she
further quoted him that higher education
is a span of time and space in which
students shall grow in thought and ways
of life. And this is the duty of the
University. Navabhorn goes further on to
tell that a good research takes, namely,
time and what has been collected.
Thailand tends to neglect in keeping
items. Thailand could see the days of
carrying out Thai Studies in other lands.

Navabhorn tells her experiences in
encountering people at Bellagio. Every
story sheds lights on thought at least
through the brewing of herself.
Navabhorn is a great author of non-
novel. She infact left no stone unturn. To
read the experience at Bellagio days
generate wisdom through the wisdom of
the person who brings those of very

wise to be shared by readers.
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This book shows the brightness of
the descendants of Paranakan or in Thai
“Ya Ya”. In Maley this YaYa or Nonya
stands for half Chinese half Malay.

This book al least shows the working
process of scholars at Bellagio, the

citadel of thought.

In sum very enjoyable and to lay the

book down is a mental torture.

Professor P. HORAYANGKURA
Chairperson of Business Law
Master of Laws Programme
Assumption University



