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History of Arabs by Philip K. Hitti,
first edition 1937, second revised edition
1970. The Thai version is done on the tenth
impression of this second edition which
came out in 2002. Songyos Waewhong is
the editor of this translation. This Toyota
subsidized edition has a length of 1216
pages and done under the Social Science
and Humanity Text Book Program of the
Foundation which has a similar name. The
price of the book is 1,600 baht. The author
is a Christian and took ten years to prepare
and write this gigantic book of 700 pages
from 1927 to 1937. It is a splendid yield of
teaching and studying., during a great
length of time spent at Columbia
University, American University at Beirut,
and Princton University. It is a wealth of
information and insightedness on Arabs
and Islam, a second to none work. It covers
over a thousand years, until the Turkish

Automan conquered Arabs in the early
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sixteenth century. For those who has
urgency to link with the present actuality
they are advised to read from page 1002
until page 1180.

At this moment when a great
number of people do believe that the
doomsday war shall break out of the clash
of the two civilizations of the same old
testament, namely, Christian and Islamic,
the knowledge about the basic facts is
essential. Should we learn from the history
we certainly can change the history
towards a good course. It is even more so
when the learned history is a distorted one
to serve the interest of the one who penned
it. This book on Arabs would certainly be
useful to those international lawyers,
international relationists, and diplomats.
Should they be short of time, they should
read it in reverse order by beginning from
the sixth part. One caution they should
begin by reading the introductory of the
author as well as that of the translator. The
translator must have misunderstood on the
designation of Mr. Walid Khalidi who
wrote the foreword. He actually lived and
worked in Cambridge of Boston in
Massachusetts.

Arabs have passed the torch of

civilization which they helped carry since
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the falls of the two Roman Empires to the
Europeans at the beginning of the
Renaissance. The Arabs have carried out
the work of cultural caretaker nothing less
than those done by Romans, Greeks,
Persians, Assyrians, Babylonians or
Sumerians. Perhaps Huntington’s Book
could be renamed to be the Mixing and
Mingling of Cutures. This can be so only
when the emphasis is not on confrontation
which serves no one but the war supply
industrialists who care to produce swords

but no plowshare.

Professor P. HORAYANGKURA
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