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Contemporary Public International

Law, second edition, by Somboon

Sangiambut,a  doctorate  of  public
international law from Paris University,
printed by Por Sor Padhana Printing House,
(180 Bahts),

HORAYANGKURA  of

Assumption University.

422 pages, reviewed by

Professor P.

This book is a great academic
contribution. It shows the practices of Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. It appendix includes
documents on the border incidents between
Thailand and Cambodia. The author was at one
time the Director of the Department of Treaty
and Law of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He
put his experiences as the Director of the
Department and Ambassador into this bulky
but not too pricy book. The advertisement on
paper firm at both front and back covers to
reduce the price of the book must have been
done out of good intention to allow the readers
to enjoy reading a good book at lower price,
especially those students who may not

otherwise afford it.
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The author must have intended the
book to be rather a manual than a treatise
for he did not provide a bibliography. But
the reviewer observed that he has used quite
a number of volumes to write it. For
example, he cited also an important French
treatise  written by a professor of one
French university Nguen Ngoc Dinh, a
descendant of Vietnameses.

The contents of the book covers
sources of international law in part one by
giving a detailed explanation on treaties
from the angle of practice and showing that
equity is also one of the sources of
international law by elaboration through the
case between Tunisia and Libya and the
case between Libya and Malta, as appeared
in pages 103-104. These can be used to
study the joint-development area as already
done between Thailand and Malaysia and
the area which shall be formed between
Thailand and Cambodia. And in part two he
gives explanation on the subject of
international law whereas in part three he
gives explanation on application of
international law. He deals with the matters
on war in part four. In part five, the last
part, explanation is given on areas of
common use under international law which
include, seas, rivers, air and air-space.

Should there be a third edition the
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publisher should try the yellowish paper
which is good for eye-sights. This shall make
the book more physically readable and the
advertisement mechanism at both covers
could bring down the price to make it not too
expensive. In comparison to other printing
house the Por Sor Padhana has been able to
publish book in a rather low price. It is
obvious that the author does not emphasize on
the price of the copyright. The page on
copyright confirm that this version was first
printed in February 2011. It must be the first
printing of the second edition. The first
edition of this book came out in 2008 as
shown in the foreword at page 3.

The reviewer has no difficulty on
the style of the author in abandoning the use
of footnotes in writing the book. As a matter
of fact footnoting indicates systematic work
but it also destroys the health of the collar
bone of aging persons. He may try the
backnotes, this is for the sake of the readers
who may go further to read those cited
materials. As a matter of facts all “notes”
could appear in the main text itself but in
bracket. The reviewer has the opinion that
this second printing of the second edition is
useful to readers for reviewing in order to
take competitive test as it is inclusive but
not too lenghthy.

Professor P. HORAYANGKURA
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