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Abstract

This article applies the Domestic Violence Victim Protection Act, B.E. 2550 to the case
study of a woman who commits violence in response to increasing stress from abuse and
violence in her family, also known as Battered Woman Syndrome (BWS). The author discusses
how the Domestic Violence Victim Protection Act, B.E. 2550 relates to the United Nation’s
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). It aims
to protect woman rights, determine the standards and norms regarding the treatment of
women and address other issues about the protection of women. However, the Domestic
Violence Victim Protection Act, B.E. 2550 includes some sections that encourage domestic
violence and cause some women who are victims of violence to respond with violence and
become defendants in criminal case. This leads to these women not receiving their legal rights
contrary to the objectives of the Act

This article presents a way to protect against and reduce the risk of increasing stress
from domestic violence and suggests a modification of the Domestic Violence Victim
Protection Act, B.E. 2550 to ensure that female victims of violence receive the benefits their
rights under this Act. This proposal would modify section 4 to determine the guilty for
domestic violence including physical abuse, under section 295 of Criminal Code and guilt for
murder under section 288 of Criminal Code in cases where the victim experienced increasing
stress from domestic violence In addition, it would modify Section 15 (5) which currently does
not include any exceptions for women under stress from domestic violence As modified, the
law would take into consideration the record of abuse with the diagnosis from a professional
physician If would also change the bounders of authority of the Central Juvenile and Family
Courts to cover all kinds of domestic violence Finally, it would include a determination of
guilt regarding domestic violence by the Integrated Domestic Violent Court of probation for 6

months or a fine of 6,000 baht, or both.

Keywords: domestic violence, Battered Women Syndrome, human rights, the cycle of violence
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" Lenore E. A. Walker, The Battered Woman Syndrome, Fourth Edition (Springer Publishing
Company, 2016).
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? “Understand PTSD - PTSD: National Center for PTSD,” General Information, accessed October
19, 2018, https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/index.asp.
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Wisuiisungumunelvenazdingy” 2560, w1 115-139.

13 «

R v Thormnton,”, http://www.e-lawresources.co.uk/R-v-Thornton.php., (ast visited 27
September 2018).

' “R v Ahluwalia,”,_http//www.e-lawresources.co.uk/R-v-Ahluwalia.php (last visited 27

September 2018).
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'" “State v. Leidholm Case Brief - Quimbee,”_https://www.quimbee.com/cases/state-v-leidholm,
(last visited 31 March 2019).
'8 “COMMONWEALTH v. SANDS | FindLaw,” https://caselaw.findlaw.com/va-supreme-
court/1264303.html, (last visited 28 September 2018).
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?* Steffani J. Saitow, Battered Woman Syndrome.
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