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Abstract

The number of crimes committed by young people in Thailand is increasing. It was
found that those crimes are as serious as the crimes committed by adults, especially for the
crimes of rapes under the type 9 of the criminal code. This article studied the guidelines for
punishing the young people in Thailand and the concepts of proportional punishments
according to the theory of just deserts that is applied to the young people committing serious
crimes in other countries by considering legal conditions and social contexts.

It was found that punishing the young people in Thailand was based on restoration.
This concept has been used for a long time. According to the sections 73 — 75 of the criminal
code, any punishment for any offense may be exempted or mitigated regardless of the
seriousness of the offense without mitigating the offense which does not reduce the number
of offenses committed by young persons. In other countries applying the theory of just deserts,
the number of the crimes committed by young people is reduced. Therefore, Thailand should
amend the punishments for the young people by applying the theory to the serious crimes

of rapes since it is appropriate for modern people.

Keywords: Juvenile Offender, Punishment Concept, Just Deserts, Rape
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