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Abstract

Identity theft involves stealing personal identification information belonging to
another, with the intent and for the purpose of fraudulently using that information to gain
money, goods, services, or other economic or private benefit realized by the identity thief
and any co-conspirators. Identity theft is one of the most prevalent crimes in recent years,
not only in developed countries like the United States, but throughout the world. It is an
offense that not only has a huge impact on the victim, but also affects national security,
and the economy, social and international relations. Identity theft causes victims to suffer
physical, financial, emotional, and reputational harm. It is difficult to prosecute the perpe-
trators and accomplices involved in this crime because it hard to determine the identity of

the thief who can be pose as almost anyone. Even if the true identity of the perpetrator is
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established the current location of the data may remain unknown because the theft may
take place in a foreign country. Alternatively, victim may pursue a claim for compensation
from the company or organization that collected the identifying data because that organi-
zation failed to comply with reasonable commercial standards to maintain the security of
the data. The most common form of identity theft is committed by employees of busi-
nesses or organizations that possess such data. The victim should prosecute both the or-
ganization and employees because organizations in possession of identifying data are re-
sponsible for the actions of their employees under the doctrines of agency and respondent
superior. This article will study the meaning and methods of identity theft and the liability
of the perpetrators, co-conspirators and data collectors. This article also compares the laws
and judgments of Thailand and the United States, and presents conclusions and sugges-

tions.
Keywords: Identity theft, personal identification information, data collector
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Law & Technology 21, 1 (2007): 99.
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