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Problems regarding the interpretation and enforcement of the laws on

advertising of alcohol beverages.
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Abstract

The paper analyzes the legal issues arising from the interpretation and enforcing section
32 of the Alcohol Beverages Control Act B.E. 2551 (2008). The author uses his experiences as a
lawyer representing clients accused of such offence and conducts analysis with the statutory
provisions, Supreme Court judgements as well as relevant precedents. As the results, the author
founds that the section has several problems regarding the interpretation and enforcement: the
problem regarding the interpretation of the section 32 where the provision strictly prohibits all
advertisings of alcohol beverages (total ban) or the prohibitions is limited to the advertising that
directly or indirectly boast the quality of the alcohol beverages or induce the others to drink the
alcohol beverages, the problem regarding inequality punishment where the provision provides
only one punishment to be applied to all cases, from local operator to the manufacturer, which
the nature of the wrongdoing and the damages resulting from it are different and the problem
regarding the reward system where it causes unfair allegation and treatment in the proceeding of
the case. The author analyzes these problems and proposes the suggestive ways to amend the

relevant laws to make the provision clearer and for justifiable legal enforcement.

Keywords: Criminal Law Interpretation, Criminal Law Enforcement, Alcoholic Beverages,
Criminal Law Punishment, Rewards
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