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Abstract

On account of environmental problem, which has a lot of impacts to the Globe, all
Nations draw the attention into illegal timber which is one of the root causes of Forest
destruction. European Union (EU), the 3rd largest region that imports timber and timber
products, then has implemented the Forest law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT)
on 3 March 2013.

FLEGT prohibit the exporters which do not have FLEGT license to export Timber and
Timber products to EU, unless the exporters could declare the FLEGT license or Certificate of
Processing and Supply Chain Management, for the Timer and its products, that are complied
with the EU documentation audit processes. It forces all countries, including Thailand, to take
part in the FLEGT implementation by participating in the Voluntary Partnership Agreements:
VPA, and commit to amend their Laws, Rule and Regulations related to the Forest
Management and Timber Supply Chain Management, if any, to be in line with the FLEGT in
order to receive FLEGT license and maintain the major export market of Timber and Timber
products.

The research shows that Thai forest management laws, rules and regulations have
become a hindrance to the Thai forest industry and are not in accordance with the EU FLEGT.
At present, the National Council for Peace and Order has issued the announcement No.

106/2557 to amend the Forest Act, B.E. 2484 and the Forest Plantation Act No. 2, B.E. 2558.
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According to the former amended law, restricted timber types are added to the list
from 2 (two) to 17 (seventeen) regardless of where they are in the Kingdom. As a result, those
restricted timbers are prohibited to be sold although they are planted and grown by a private
sector. Moreover, the latter amended law has put some obligations on operators which seem
to hinder the development of Thailand’s timber industry. In addition, one might consider
prison sentences to people who are not in compliant with the law as too severe punishment.
The aforementioned laws, therefore, need to be updated and amended in order to promote
the country’s timber industry and to comply with the EU FLEGT. This will benefit the Thai
timber product export industry both in the economic stability and the trade development
dimensions. Furthermore, the laws will facilitate Thailand to be a timber product exporter
whose production meets a global standard, environmentally friendly in consistent with the

principle of sustainable development.
Keywords: FLEGT Action Plan, Exporting Timber and Timber Products
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