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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the origin of “Court Doll”, a traditional Thai arts
and local wisdom, and to understand the meaning, significance, type of local wisdom and
legal protection. According to the study, it is found that the court doll was created during the
reign of King Rama V and later it has been recreated under the royal initiation of Her Majesty
the Queen Sirikit. Consequently Ban Bang Sadet Court Doll Center was founded. The court
doll is a creative art works of people in Bang Sadet community, which reflects culture,
livelihood and way of life of Thai people in the past. The “Court Doll”, therefore, should
become an artwork which requires protection for a cultural heritage and the community’s
economic support. However, regarding the study, the “Court Doll” has not been protected by
law. Considering from the present intellectual property law, it cannot protect this artworks. In
consequence, there should be policy or legal measurement to protect the works of local
wisdom for Bang Sadet community who is the creator of the court doll. This will benefit to

hand down Thai cultural and living arts to the future.
Keywords: Protected by law, Traditional Knowledge, Court Doll
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