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Safety Management at Football Grounds in England
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Abstract

Although each of the series of interconnected leagues for association football clubs in
England emphasises similar aspects of safety in football stadiums, club members of each
league share the common goal of protecting the health and safety of football supporters in
football stadiums and assisting club safety officers and staffs in eliminating or reducing the
football spectator risks. England’s football governing bodies, even though concerned about
main potential hazards at all football grounds, have emphasised the prevention of
unacceptable spectator behaviour in football stadium. Additionally, football safety bodies in
England (football grounds safety organisations involved in delivering and regulating spectator
safety in England), although they do not ignore unwanted behaviour, have been a source of
sports policy makers on the identification and control of hazards associated with the unwanted
behaviour by football spectators. The Sports Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA) is distinguished
by providing football licensing system aimed at football spectator misbehavior protection and
safe standing promotion. The SGSA’s football licensing system includes not only designation
for both development and for benchmarking of football safety, but also offers advice and
guidance in respect of spectator safety at any football grounds irrespective of the football
sport. This article is aimed at providing grounds for the description of football grounds safety
in England developed through football safety management in the broad field of sports law
and policy. It may give hints to Thailand’s football governing bodies to improve football

grounds safety by eliminating football grounds accidents and spectator violence and
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misbehaviour at football events in Thailand, pursuing more aware of safety, and creating a
safe occupational environment for football stadium staffs.

Keywords: Football Grounds Safety, Football Safety Management, Football Stadiums,
Sports Law
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