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ABSTRACT

“Right to Reparations” is considered as a fundamental right that belongs to
the victims whose human rights had been violated. The ultimate purpose of

reparations is to repair the damage that the injured victims have suffered. For victims,
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reparations include three important elements which are the acknowledgement of
suffering, the remedy harm, and the participation of those who are responsible for
the harm, including the state to show the effort to right the wrong.

Reparation programs which are approved by the administrative branch are not
one-size-fit-all because the victims’ rights that were abused in each incident are
different. A failed reparation program may result when efforts and experiences that
are gathered from other countries unknowingly constituted some of the failed
examples of reparation program and a country may include it into its own reparation
criteria without keeping in mind that the context and individualisms of every country
is different and that every conflict event of violence is different too. Designing a well-
crafted reparation program is complex and requires time in order to resolve the
conflict of violence which might eventually lead the country toward reconciliation to
the extent that it could prevent and end the cycle of human rights violations
committed by the State. In addition, victim’s feelings cannot be neglected, because
how they feel about the damage or whether they feel that the reparation they
received is appropriate and just to them are very important to create a successful
reparation program.

The purpose of this article is to provide an example of a victim-oriented
reparation program which is caused by the people’ movement. The Japanese
American Internment Reparation is considered as one of the examples which could
show that although designing a victim-oriented reparation program is not an easy task,
but if the task is successfully done, it is deemed as a crucial factor which leads to a
reconciliation between the perpetrators and the victims. The Japanese American
Internment Reparation consisted of both monetary form of reparation, which is a lump
sum amount of 20,000 USD, and a symbolic form of reparation, which is a formal
apology by the US President. Moreover, the contents of the government’s apology
reflect the sincerity of the government to the victims who suffered the past injustice.
The program also demonstrated that the government attempted to restore the

victims’ dignity and promise not to repeat the same mistake in the future.
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2 Schlueter, Linda L. Punitive Damages. Newark, NJ: LexisNexis, 2005. Print.
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16 May 2017.
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May 2017.
12 "Korematsu v. United States." LIl / Legal Information Institute. N.p., n.d. Web.
16 May 2017.
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> Barnhill, John H. "Historical Memories of the Japanese American Internment
and the Struggle for Redress, by Alice Yang Murray Historical Memories of the Japanese
American Internment and the Struggle for Redress, by Alice Yang Murray. Asian America
series. Stanford, California, Stanford University Press, 2008.
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