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Problems of National Park Laws Affecting Community Rights of
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the problem of the National Park
Act that affects sea gypsies in only 2 related aspects:  First is about the problem of
the sea gypsies being arrested for traditional fishing and second is the problem of sea
gypsies having no Land Rights to live in the land and are prevented from performing
the traditional ritual in the area declared a national park area. This is done by studying
international law and the laws of Thailand to reform the National Park Act, B.E. 2504
(1961). Additionally, this is to find appropriate legal measures to address the problem
of the sea gypsy way of life, which is a local traditional community to continue
coupled with the conservation of the national park in the Andaman Sea area.

From the study, it was found that international laws and various Thai
constitutional laws guarantee local traditional community rights.  Thus, it is deemed
that Article 16 of the National Park Act, B.E. 2504 (1961) should be amended by
defining the exception for sea gypsies, which is a local traditional community to have
the right to perform fishery and to possess land with the ownership in the form of
community deed and the establishment of special cultural zones to preserve the sea

gypsy traditional life to further exist alongside the Andaman Sea.

Keywords: Community Rights, Sea Gypsies, National Park Law, Andaman Sea,

local traditional community
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